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BUT,   MISTRUSTFUL,   REJECTS   HIS  TERMS

The king, however, paid no heed

To the words of this deceitful breed                                         r^co

Who by false lies strove to decoy

And block him, that they might destroy

And wreck their places fortified.

Ill fate their stratagem betide!

For Saphadin so far deceived

The king that he his gifts received.

Messengers came and went to bring

These gifts and presents to the king.

For this reason the king incurred

Reproach 5 and comments harsh were heard.                           7>4io

But Saphadin had brought him to

Believe that he had peace in view,

And peace the king would readily

Have had, were honor gained thereby,

The glory of our faith to enhance j

Also because the king of France

Had left, which made him much misdoubt,

Knowing that that king loved him not.

Messengers came and went: the king

Was kept a long time parleying,                                              7*420

Until he learned the fraudulence

Of the deceitful Saracens

So false and hypocritical.

He wished the Crac of Montreal

To be destroyed. Not otherwise

Would he conclude hostilities.

Since they refused, he caused to cease

This present effort to make peace.

HOSTILITIES  ARE RENEWED

When this attempt at peace had failed,
On right and left the Turks assailed

All this time Saladin was negotiating1 for a separate peace with Conrad. The negotia-
tions ran on throughout the month of November before they finally were abandoned.